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 Summer is here and so is the heat, 101 according to my vehicle. As I watch 

the children playing outside my window I’m reminded that we have had a lot 

of kids here this summer. Since May about 1 in 4 of our guests are children, 

most are preschoolers with their mothers, including two single mothers with 

four kids each, all of them under 7 years old. To help ‘beat the heat’ a donor 

brought our kid’s freeze-pops, it was great seeing their smiles as they enjoyed a 

cold freeze pop on a hot summer day.  

Because of the generosity of people like you, the Huntington City Mission is 

able to provide a room and a bed for these families and three meals a day. We 

help them get ID’s and then refer them to other partner organizations that as-

sist them in obtaining jobs and then housing.  

Summer is also a time of financial drought. June through August are our low-

est months for donations which creates cash flow issues as we navigate through 

these long, hot, months.  Many of you already give financially to the mission 

and we thank God for you.  Would you consider partnering with us to serve homeless kids and their 

families in our community? Would you prayerfully consider joining us so we can continue to serve 

freeze pops to children on hot summer days? We need your help! 
God bless you, 

MW 

Mitch Webb  

Executive Director 

Michael is a recent graduate of our Transformers Recovery Program.  

Michael came to the Huntington City Mission sort of suddenly, very quiet at first, 

yet followed the rules and started asking questions biblically. He came out of his 

shell, though he didn’t speak much, when he did, his points were always valid, 

sincere, and had purpose. His first experience that amazed me was when he was 

in the court room dealing with visitation with his daughter. He told me “I just 
realized I could be angry and stressed or I could just ask God‘s will to be 
done” he told me he prayed and let go of the stress, soon after he got a job at the 

mothball plant, in which he rode his bike rain or shine to and from work. Eventu-

ally he got a new job at a Mexican restaurant, in which he worked at both of their 

restaurants at two different ends of town. His diligence for saving money, and still 

coming to classes showed his dedication The mission is honored by Michael’s 

graduation 

In Jesus’ service  

Rev. Chadd Hatfield, PhD 

TMBC, UACCCI 

82% of each dollar donated goes directly to client care 



 

 

 When Gary & Christina Murray lost their jobs they had no 

idea where to go or what to do. After living in a hotel for 2 weeks they 

were directed to Harmony House who referred them to the city mis-

sion for shelter. “It’s been rough, but awesome too.” said Christina 

about their time at the mission.  “There are a lot of wonderful people 

here, behind you, supporting you, if you make the effort.”   

 The mission’s case managers helped connect the Murrays 

with the agencies and social services they needed to help them get back on their 

feet. At the mission, the Murray’s have had all their basic needs met, as well as 

being supported through our staff.  Gary is now employed and the family is making preparations 

to move into their new home. Their youngest son Jason (6) doesn’t want to leave. “He’s enjoyed 

the new friends he’s made and the toys he has received,” said his mom. 

Christina encourages others to “keep pushing forward, keep trying, there is 

hope.”  

You helped Gary, Christina, Travis & Jason now have a place to call home.  

Visit www.huntingtoncitymission.org to find out how you can help give. 

Travis (8) wanted to try using 

the camera, he took this photo 

of his mom & brother. 

*Gary Murray not pictured, he was at work 

during the time the photos were taken. 

Kyle Newman (kitchen coordinator) feels he has found his calling here at the city mission. He has an 

associate degree in culinary arts and this position allows him to use his imagination and create outside the 

box. Previously he worked at Olive Garden so he brings a lot of experience with him. He says the kids 

are the most rewarding! “Popsicles and chewing gum light up their faces. God’s plan has unfolded and 

provided for my family” and he plans on being a part of the mission family as long as he can. He loves the 

people he works with, the freedom to talk openly about God, and that his past no longer holds him back. 

“Thank you Mitch, for looking beyond my past to see my future.” 

Chris Els (Volunteer, Special Events & Public Relations Assistant) completed the Transformers 

Recovery Program 2 years ago. The city mission held a special place in her heart so she continued 

to volunteer for events.  She said she knew she had a calling to help the HCM but had to wait on 

God’s timing. Chris says working here where love and kindness is the core of what we do makes for 

a completely different environment. “We study, pray, and all work together as a team. This position 

adds joy to my life! It’s not a JOB when you love what you do!  Thank you to all those who saw 

something in me that the mission needs.  I hope to let my light shine here for a long time” 

Robin Messser (case manager) applied for a position at the mission because she wanted to give 

back. “ I was an addict and lost everything, I knew as a case manager I could help women get their lives 

back together.” Robin works one on one with our women and families department to help individuals 

get on the path to finding employment and housing. “I’ve been clean for 10 years and hard work has 

brought me here. Hard work will take you where you need to go.”   

http://www.huntingtoncitymission.org


 

 

Did You Know?  

There are more ways to give?  

Register today with these businesses! 

Sign up at your local Food Fair store! Smile.amazon.com 

www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow 

624 10th St,  Huntington,  WV  25701 

304-523-0293     huntingtoncitymission.org 

Order your 80th anniversary t-shirt at 

www.huntingtoncitymission.org 

624 10th St,  Huntington,  WV  25701 

Save the date  

80th Anniversary Celebration  

November 7, 2019 


